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ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

The Inaugural Meeting of the Twenty-fourth Session will be 
held at the Central Library for Students, 20, Tavistock 
Square, W.C., on the afternoon of Wednesday, 16th October, 
proceedings commencing at three o’clock. Mr. W. C. Berwick 
Sayers has kindly promised to deliver an address, entitled 
“The Immediate Programme of Librarianship,” with a view 
to opening a discussion on the most profitable ways of utilizing 
our energies during the coming Winter, both as an Association 
and as individual workers in an important branch of the public 
service. 

In these times there are difficulties of all kinds in the way of everybody: 
leisure is restricted, activities are curtailed, enthusiasm is clouded over and 
inspiration seems almost dead. On this account the Council has determined 
to continue the Monthly Meeting of the Association as usual, under the 
conviction that by so doing it will be offering the best possible service to 
Members, in that by no other means can so much good be achieved than by 
affording opportunities for the friendly discussion of the problems and 
circumstances of the present day. Large gatherings are not expected, but 
those who have the real interest of the Public Library Service at heart will 
know how to respond to the efforts of the Council. 


NORTH WESTERN BRANCH. 


Through the kindness of our President (Mr. Sparke) the 
Fourth Annual Meeting will be held at the Central Reference 
Library, Bolton, at 3.30 p.m. on Wednesday, 16th October, when 
the following business will be transacted :— 

Adoption of the Fourth Annual Report. 

Election of Officers and Committee. 

Instead of an address being given, it is proposed to invite questions 
pertaining to Librarianship from the Members of the Branch. If possible, 
questions should be sent to the Honorary Secretary. The Committee 
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strongly appeals to everyone who can conveniently do so to attend, and to 
notify the Hon. Sec. of their intention not later than Saturday, October 12th, 
R. G. WILLIAMS, 
Central Lending Library, Acting Hon. Sec. and Treas, 
Bolton. 


EDITORIAL. 


Our New Honorary Fellow.—Our readers will be in- 
terested to know that Mr. Archibald Sparke, F.R.S.L., F.L.A., 
Chief Librarian of the Bolton Public Libraries, has been elected an 
Honorary Fellow of the Library Assistants’ Association. The 
election is the result of the following Resolution adopted at a 
recent meeting of the North-Western Branch :— 

Resolved—That it be recommended to the Council of the Library 
Assistants’ Association to recognise the services of Mr. Archibald Sparke, 
F.R.S.L., F.L.A., Chief Librarian, Bolton Public Libraries, by electing him 
an Honorary Fellow of the Library Assistants’ Association ; the encourage- 
ment he has always given and shown in the education and welfare of Library 
Assistants, especially in granting facilities to attend classes held in Librarian 
ship at the Manchester School of Technology ; in the coaching of Assistants 
for the Professional Examinations of the Library Association, and the great 
interest he has always shown in our branch, makes him, in our opinion, 
worthy of the honour we ask you to give him. 

This Resolution was unanimously endorsed at the last 
Council Meeting of the Association, and we think that our 
readers will agree that Mr. Sparke has thoroughly earned the 
honour thus conferred upon him. 


Important.— Members are reminded that their Annual Sub- 
scriptions for 1918-19 are now due, and it will save the Honorary 
Treasurer much work and anxiety if they are paid as promptly 
as possible. Members affiliated to Branch Associations who are 
not able to pay their subscriptions through the Branch are asked 
kindly to send them direct to the Honorary Treasurer, Library 
Assistants’ Association, Battersea Public Library, 265, Lavender 
Hill, S.W. 11. 

Library Association Examinations.—We offer our con- 
gratulations to those who were successful at the recent profes- 
sional examinations. Fifty-six candidates presented themselves, 
and of these thirty-five were successful. Our advertisement 
pages contain an announcement of the Correspondence Classes 
which the Association proposes to hold during the coming winter, 
and we would avail ourselves of this opportunity of pointing out 
that these classes are organised for the express benefit of library 
assistants, and that it is reasonable to expect that they will give 
them their support by enrolling as early as possible in order that 
the classes may be commenced without delay. A Preliminary 
Test will be held on the 9th inst., entries for which should have 
been made by the 14th ult. 
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THE LIBRARY IN INDUSTRY. 
By Lucy Stusss. 


Since the outbreak of war our leading manufacturers 
have persistently laid before the country the urgent need 
for improving British methods of production, and for 
developing our neglected industrial laboratories. Nor do 
they fail to point out equally clearly the importance attach- 
ing to technical libraries. Their suggestions, as those of 
prominent librarians, have usually been confined to public 
and university libraries, to the libraries of the scientific and 
technical societies, and to the work of the Library Assoctia- 
tion. 

But pending the desired ideal in library service, many 
firms have of late made an effort to supply for themselves 
their own book wants. The purchase of books and the 
regular circulation of technical journals is a usual pro- 
ceeding in big firms, but as arule it is conducted haphazard, 
the charge of no one in particular. A number of appoint- 
ments have, however, recently been made for the special 
purpose of organising thé works library. A discussion on 
the relation of this work to public and university library 
service would, I think, be of value and interest, for which a 
short account of my own work may prove a sufficient 
opening. 

The material with which I deal is apparently ludicrously 
small after the well-filled shelves of a library forty years 
old. Some two hundred books, files fora few years of a 
dozen important periodicals, a great collection of pamphlets, 
and files of manilla folders are the departmental stock-in- 
trade. In reality, the collection is larger, by reason of the 
analytical cataloguing of the periodicals, as I shall describe 
later. 

The books are dealt with as in large libraries, catalogued, 
that is, on classical lines: an absurdity perhaps for a 
collection so small, but the number grows daily, and it is 
easy to expand from correct beginnings. They include cer- 
tain important technical works of reference, with a number 
on economics, apprenticeship, and education. 

The most valuable part of the library is perhaps the 
collection of pamphlets and preprints of papers read before 
the technical societies and reprints from their journals, for 
they contain the latest available information from authori- 
tative sources. A subject catalogue only is kept of these, 
the entries being made on long narrow slips of paper. For 
reasons of space it has not been possible to use cards, 
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except for the books. These slips are perforated at the 
right hand side, and are kept loose in a drawer in an alpha- 
betical sequence of subject headings. When the references 
for any subject are required they can be withdrawn, together 
with the slip bearing the subject heading, fastened with a 
paper binder through the perforations, and consulted away 
from the main file. In practice this method of filing refer- 
ences proves convenient and quick. 

About a dozen periodicals are taken regularly. These 
were at first distributed among members of the department. 
but the need for keeping a permanent note of important 
articles and the reports of meetings of the technical societies 
soon became clear. Entries are now therefore made on the 
slips described above and distributed in the main file. As 
with pamphlets, no separate author list is kept, and so far no 
need for one has arisen. Entries for cuttings are similarly 
distributed. 

The value of the bibliography lies in this, that it is the 
key to the literature immediately available, and is supple- 
mented only by references to literature that can be easily 
obtained in the city libraries. 

The choice of a system of classification was not difficult 
since the decimal system is adopted generally throughout 
the town. Moreover, the extension applied to engineering, 
published by the University of Illinois and the Manual of 
the International Institute of Bibliography, have swept the 
technical path clear of most difficulties, and many things 
point to a general adoption of the scheme in the classifica- 
tion of technical works. For this small collection I find it 
convenient to use the decimal arrangement on the shelf 
only, that is to say, books, pamphlets, cuttings on and in 
their respective shelves, boxes, and folders follow in a strict 
numerical sequence, but cards and slips are arranged under 
subject headings. This is for the convenience of those who 
use the library, who ask always for either materials or 
processes, and who do not wish to understand the enigma of 
Dewey. With this arrangement all references to any 
material, let us say cement, are found at once in one place, 
whereas in the numerical sequence they are separated, in 
three places in this case. Each slip or card is of course 
numbered with the decimal number, which is the key to its 
actual position. On the other hand the catalogue is no 
check on the shelves, and as the collection grows a shelf list 
will become necessary. 

An immense amount of information is contained in the 
company’s own process and purchasing department specifi- 








221 


cations, and in their reports on inspection and investigation. 
In all there are some thousands numbered officially in 
sequence. So far there exists for them only a numerical 
index and a subject catalogue, but so full of information are 
they that they call for a more careful indexing under all the 
materials and processes mentioned. 

British patent specifications relating to engineering are 
received weekly, and in distinction to all other literature 
received, which is circulated usually in the Research Depart- 
ment, are distributed to all heads of departments. The 
work of classification is, of course, carried out completely 
by the Patent Office, and no more is done than to keep a 
record of the number and the brief title of each specifica- 
tion. The Official Illustrated Journal and the U.S. Official 
Gazette are received also. 

As occasion has arisen I have compiled special biblio- 
graphies, necessarily incomplete, but they have proved 
sufficiently valuable when they have included a few original 
contributions. Indeed the difficulty lies not with the 
librarian in compiling the bibliography or in procuring 
the literature, but rather with the reader in finding the time 
to assimilate the outpourings of the modern press. 

Certain other work, as the preparation of the depart- 
ment report, advising of forthcoming meetings and so on, 
belongs more properly to the secretary, and is of no import- 
ance here. 

I do not deny that at first I rebelled against the works 
library. A cupboard full of books was a poor consolation 
for the wealth and dignity of a great library, the proximity 
of stupendous engineering shops a sad change from the 
accustomed atmosphere of leisured culture and profound 
learning. But one recovers from the sentimental shock and 
can begin to estimate the value of the work. My own 
Opinion is still that the requirements of industry should be 
met by public, university, and society libraries; that the 
works library does not need the services of a trained 
assistant, but could properly be the care of a research 
department secretary, the purchase of the books being 
directed, as in my own case, by the head of the department. 
The firm to which I belong has met, locally, and in London 
and in Birmingham, with the utmost courtesy and help from 
librarians, and where there is evidence on the one side of 
such willingness and on the other side of such need, it seems 
that some experimental departures might be made. 

In the first place there are so many agencies already at 
work for supplying not only references but also abstracts of 
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technical literature, that it seems superfluous to create other 
agencies. In addition to the well known annual biblio- 
graphies for instance, all journals of note publish regularly 
as a part of each issue abstracts of current literature and 
patents, and frequently give as special articles complete 
bibliographies of important subjects. The War Office has 
recently added to the number by its daily review of the 
foreign press. It was with interest that I learnt casually 
the other day that some years ago my own firm created a 
department for the sole purpose of abstracting the technical 
press, and supplying the works engineers with a full review 
of the literature of their particular branches. The staff 
appointed was large, and at their head a distinguished 
librarian, the propounder of a well-known system of classi- 
fication, but the limited use made by the engineers did not 
justify the great expense, and the scheme collapsed. 

I should regard it asa more promising development if 
in one of the important libraries of each city an assistant 
was detailed specially to co-ordinate the abstracts and 
notes referred to above to one scheme of classification, 
preferably the decimal system, and so provide with com- 
parative ease a very comprehensive, up-to-date index to the 
current technical press: if manufacturers were notified and 
urged to subscribe for the lists that would interest them, 
and, further, to submit to the library all requests for 
bibliographical help. If manufacturers proved willing to 
support such a scheme, the larger work of translating, 
supplying copies, and rendering various other services would 
follow in due course. The account given in the Journal of 
the American Society of Mechanical Engineers for January, 
1914, on the Engineering Societies Library, suggests the 
lines on which the technical departments of our own 
libraries might work, and also gives a note on the payment 
for the different services. Probably, if the work was 
centralized in London, northern manufacturers would find 
it of little use; the immediate need seems rather to be to 
meet the demand locally. 


L.A.A. ROLL OF HONOUR (continued). 
KILLED IN ACTION. 


We regret that it is our duty to record the fact that so many 
of our colleagues have been called upon during the recent 
months to make the great sacrifice in the service of their King 
and country. We offer to their relatives the expression of our 
deepest sympathy, together with the assurance that their courage 
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Library Association. 


CORRESPONDENCE CLASSES, each consisting of Ten Fortnightly 
Lessons, will begin in OCTOBER as follows :— 
Section 1.—Literary History (two courses) ; | Section 4.—Cataloguing. 
(a) General Section 5.—Library History and 
(b) Special Period (1870-1910). Organization. 
Section 2.—Practical Bibliography. Section 6.—Library Routine. 
Section 3.—Classification. 





Fees 10s. per course (15s. for foreign students). 
Copies of the Syllabus, together with all particulars can be obtained on 


application to Ernest A. BAKER, M.A., D.Lit., Honorary Secretary, Education 
Committee of the Library Association, Caxton Hall, Westminster, S.W. 1. 
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NOW ON SALE. 


NUMBER NINE OF THE L.A.A. SERIES. 


First Steps in Annotation 
in Catalogues, 
W. C. BERWICK SAYERS, F.L.A. (Hons.) 





PRICE FIVEPENCE (post free). 





As the edition is strictly limited, early application fer copies is 
desirable. 





Hon. Secretary, Library Assistants’ Association, Bromley Public 
Library, Poplar, E. 14. 








LIBRARY ASSISTANTS’ ASSOCIATION 


THE 


Inaugural Meeting 


TWENTY-F OURTH SESSION 


Central Library for Students 


(20, Tavistock Square, W.C.), 
ON 


WEDNESDAY, 16th OCTOBER, 
At S p.m. 


Mr. W.C. BERWICK SAYERS 


Will give an Address, 


ENTITLED 


“The Immediate Programme 
of Librarianship.” 


All library workers are cordially invited to attend. 











LIBRARY 
VACANCIES 


AND 


APPOINTMENTS. 


The Council of the Library Assistants’ Association has made 
arrangements for receiving applications from librarians needing 
assistants, and also for registering names of assistants seeking 
new positions. The latter should send a full statement of their 
age, experience and qualifications, together with an indication of 
the salary and position (London or Provincial) required. 
Librarians should state their requirements, as well as the salary 


offered. 


No responsibility in any respect is accepted by the Council or 
its Officers, the arrangements merely being intended to facilitate 
the filling of vacancies and as a convenience to Members, to whom 


any advantages that may accrue are at present limited. 


All communications to be addressed to the Honorary 


Secretary, Bromley Public Library, Brunswick Road, Poplar, E.14. 
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and devotion to duty will ever live in the annals of our Asso- 
ciation. 

Private J. S. Abey, of the Sheffield Public Libraries died in April 
from wounds received in action. Mr. Abey was appointed a junior assistant 
at the Highfield Branch in September, 1914. He joined up in February, 
1917, was drafted into the King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry, and went 
to France in September, 1917. 

*Private E. H. Asling, of the Gilstrap Public Library, Newark, was 
killed in action in France in May last. 

*Lce-Cpl. J. W. Gardener (32nd R.F.), of the East Ham Public 
Libraries, was killed in action in France during the early part of the summer. 
Mr. Gardener joined the libraries staff in 1911, and soon gained two of the 
Library Association’s professional certificates. He joined up at 18 years of 
age, and saw 18 months’ service in France, and 6 in Italy. He was only in 
his 21st year. 

*Ernest Hindmarch, who was killed in action on the lst December, 
joined the staff of the Sunderland Public Libraries in January, 1909. Later, 
he served in a junior capacity in the Museum and Art Gallery, until 
ultimately he received an assistantship on the libraries staff. His early 
education was concluded by a two years’ course in the Bede Collegiate 
School, Sunderland. At the end of the first year of the Great War, Hind- 
march responded to the call of duty, and volunteered for military service. 
He was posted to the Northumbrian Divisional Cyclists Corps on the 
Ist August, 1915, and later, owing to the re-organisation of this unit, he was 
transferred to the Machiae Gun Corps, and attached to the Heavy Section, 
popularly known as the ‘* Tanks.’’ It was with this arm of the service that 
Gunner Hindmarch proceeded to France, where he met his death. Ernest 
Hindmarch was a bright, transparently honest and straightforward member 
of the staff. He was an energetic worker, and much appreciated by his 
colleagues. That he fell in action at the early age of 23 years is regretted by 
all who knew him.—J.F.C.D. 

*Stuart D. Nightingale (4th Queen's), of the Croydon Public 
Libraries, was killed in action in August last. Mr. Nightingale, who was only 
twenty years of age, joined the 4th Queen’s in January, 1915. He served in 
Gallipoli, where he took part in the Suvla Bay landing. He was invalided 
home, but returned to the East later, taking part in the Palestine campaign, 
and being present at the capture of Jerusalem. Recently his battalion was 
transferred to France, where he met his death. Mr. Nightingale was an 
enthusiastic and promising assistant, and his early death is much to be 
deplored. 


WOUNDED. 

*Private A. E. Cummins (Queen's R.W. Surrey Regt.), of the 
Kingston-on-Thames Public Library, has been slightly wounded, but we are 
glad to learn that he has now recovered. We have seen Mr. Cummins 
recently, and he has some interesting experiences to recount, having seen 
service on nearly all the fronts. We understand that he contemplates taking 
a commission. 

PRISONERS OF WAR. 

*Second-Lieut. F. J. B. Hammersley (R.A.F.), of the East Ham 
Public Libraries, who was reported missing, is a prisoner of war. His 
machine came down in flames, and Lieutenant Hammersley was wounded 
and taken prisoner. 

*Pte. Norman MecColvin (Border Regiment), of the Croydon 
Public Libraries, was reported for some weeks as missing. We now learn 
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that he is a prisoner, and that he has had the sad misfortune to lose his right 
arm through wourds received. 

Lee.-Cpl. E. Pearson (Northumberland Hussars Yeomanry), of the 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne Public Libraries, is a prisoner of war in Germany 
He had been posted ‘‘ missing '’ for some weeks. 

*Pte. O. Stone, of the East Ham Public Libraries, was taken prisoner 
in March last. Mr. Stone had only been back in France for a month after 
having been wounded at the taking of Langemarck, 1917. 


PROMOTIONS AND DECORATIONS. 

“W. R. Bridge (R.A.M.C.), of the Battersea Public Libraries, has 
been promoted to the rank of sergeant. 

*W. G. Chambers (R.E_.), formerly of the Woolwich Public Libraries, 
and for many years Honorary Treasurer of the L.A.A., has been promoted 
to the rank of corporal. 

*Second-Lieut. R. N. Miller (Northumberland Fusiliers) of the 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne Public Libraries, has received a special appointment, 
and is graded for purposes of pay as staff lieutenant, second-class, whilst 
employed in a record office. 

*Gunner R. D. Robertson.—The following is extracted from ‘' The 
Newcastle Daily Journal ’’ :— 

‘* A unique incident occurred at the Rutherford College, Newcastle, last 
evening, when Mr. James P. Wilson, chairman of the American Labour 
Mission, had the pleasure of pinning a medal, gained for gallantry, upon the 
breast of a British soldier. It was the Military Medal awarded to Gunner 
R. D. Robertson, R.G.A., who at great risk went through a thick barrage to 
establish a communication during the battle on Paschendale Ridge last 
November. Prior to the war he was a member of the staff of the Newcastle 
Free Libraries, and was wounded as recently as March 3lst last. After the 
medal was presented, Mr. Wilson congratulated the gunner on his brave 
deed, and said had it been in a war of aggression he, as an American, could not 
have done so; but as Robertson had risked his life to bring freedom to 
democracy, he personally, and on behalf of America, congratulated him."’ 
We avail ourselves of this opportunity of adding the Association's congratu- 
lations to those of Mr. Wilson. 

Russell, of the East Ham Public Libraries, has been promoted to 
the rank of Captain and Adjutant. 
* Member, L.A.A. 


PROCEEDINGS. 
SOUTH COAST BRANCH SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT. 


Report presented at the Sixth Annual Meeting, held at Worthing, on 
Wednesday, July 3rd, 1918. 

The Committee have pleasure in submitting their Sixth Annual Report 
on the work of the Branch. 

The present membership numbers 37, of which number one is a Fellow, 13 
are Members, and 23 are Associates. During the year 12 Associates have 
been enrolled, 2 Members and 6 Associates have resigned, and 1 Associate 
has been killed in action. 

It is very gratifying to report that despite the exigencies of the times the 
Branch is in a healthy and satisfactory condition. The membership has not 
decreased, and an exceptional spirit of interest and enthusiasm is being 
shown by the junior members. 

A very successful meeting was held at Hove in January last, and it is 
hoped it will be found possible to arrange for a similar gathering during the 
coming session. At this meeting a departure was made from the usual 
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routine, and a ‘‘ Magazine Meeting '’ was instituted, which proved extremely 
popular aud interesting. 

Suggestions from members regarding matters connected with the Branch 
and offers of Papers will always be gladly received by the Committee. 

It is with deep regret that the Committee record the death from wounds 
received in action of Lieut. R. A. R. Mason, formerly a member of the 
Eastbourne staff. 

There are still 9 members of the Branch on active service, several of 
whom have received promotion, and to these the Committee offer congratu- 
lations. 

The Committee are proud to announce that Miss Ethel Gerard, their 
Honorary Treasurer and Acting Honorary Secretary, has been elected 
President of the Library Assistants’ Association. This, besides being a well 
merited compliment to one who has done much for the Association, is a 
distinct honour for the South Coast Branch, as Miss Gerard is the first 
woman to be elected to that position; the Committee offer her their most 
hearty congratulations. 

Che thanks of the Committee are due to Miss Marian Frost, Mr. and 
Mrs. J. W. Lister, and Mr. and Mrs. H D. Roberts for the kind interest 
they continue to showin the work of the Branch. 

The -yearly statement of receipts and expenditure is appended. In view 
of the recent increase in the postage rates an appeal is again made that 
members will assist by prompt payment of their subscriptions and so obviate 
the necessity of sending several requests for the same. 

Statement of Receipts and Expenditure, 1917—1918. 


Receipts. Expenditure. 
£ s. d. es 3 
Balance in hand ... on a ee Proportion of Subscrip- 
Subscriptions received ... 4 7 6 | tions remitted to Hon. 
Treasurer, L.A.A. 216 0 
Printing 0 3 6 
Hon. Sec. — Expenses, 
postage and petty cash 0 14 7 
Balance in hand a a ae 
£6 1 104 | £6 1 10 


—SEEE —— 





SOUTH COAST BRANCH. 

The Sixth Annual Meeting of the South Coast Branch was held on 
Wednesday, July 3rd, at the Worthing Public Library. Mr. W. Law 
(Brighton) presided over a good attendance. The appended encouraging 
Report on the work of the Branch for the year ending June, 1918, was pre- 
sented and unanimously adopted. The Chairman announced that, there 
having been no other nominations, the Officers and Committee were willing 
to offer themselves for re-election. If was resolved, upon the proposition of 
Miss Dean (Worthing), seconded by Miss Talmen (Hove), and carried 
unanimously, that the Officers be re-elected en bloc. They are as follows :— 
Hon. President: Mr. H. D. Roberts (Brighton). 

Hon. Vice-Presidents : Miss M. Frost (Worthing). 
Mr. J. H. Hardcastle (Eastbourne). 
Mr. J. Hutt (Portsmouth). 
Mr. W. R. Butterfield (Hastings). 
Mr. J. W. Lister (Hove). 
Chairman : Mr. W. Law (Brighton). 
Hon. Secretary: Mr. A. Webb (Brighton). 
Hon. Treasurer: Miss E. Gerard (Worthing). 
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Committee : Miss M. M. Barnett (Brighton). 
Miss M. Tupman (Brighton). 
Miss E. Young (Brighton). 
Mr. A. M. Hamblyn (Eastbourne). 
Mr. W. Hynes (Hove). 
Mr. H. Mew (Hove). 

Upon the proposition of Miss Young, seconded by Miss Dean, the 
following resolution was enthusiastically carried :— 

‘* That the Members of the Library Assistants’ Association attending the 
Sixth Annual Meeting of the South Coast Branch, desire to send greetings to 
their colleagues who are still ‘on service’ to assure them of their continued 
interest in their welfare and achievements, together with the wish that they 
may be afforded an early and safe return.’ 

A vote of thanks to Miss Marian Frost for kind permission to hold the 
meeting at Worthing concluded the business proceedings. The remainder of 
the evening was devoted to a ‘‘ Magazine Meeting,’’ and over a dozen inter- 
esting articles and papers were read. 


OUR LIBRARY. 


SAYERS (W. C. BERWwicK). An Introduction to Library Classi- 
fication, with readings, questions, and examination papers. 
172 pp. “ The Coptic Series for Librarians,” Grafton & Co. 
3s. 6d. net. 

It is the misfortune of librarianship that to the superticial observer 
*‘there is nothing in it,’’ from which results the common conclusion that 
‘‘any educated person "’ is competent to administer a library. These know 
ing ones imagine that cataloguing is amongst the easiest of tasks; while, as to 
classification, what could be simpler than to keep together all books on the 
same subject? We believe it to be a good plan, when such people give them 
selves airs, to confront them with two or three professional text-books, and 
this new volume by Mr. Sayers will form a most valuable addition to our 
armoury for that purpose. Upon the non-librarian it cannot fail to make a 
profound impression, to the enthusiastic librarian its perusal will be a delight 
and to the student it should prove a most welcome treatise, revealing as it 
does a plain path through all the intricacies of this somewhat abstruse subject. 
In the past, the study of classification could only be pursued in a haphazard 
manner; there was plenty of material of a sort, but it was widely scattered, 
not always easily accessible, and occasionally misleading rather than helpful 
Things are changed now though, and to Mr. Sayers belongs most of the 
credit for this, for his published writings upon the subject have made 
systematised study possible, and an intelligent perception of the principles 
underlying classification should be a far more common possession among 
librarians and their assistants than was formerly the case. The present book 
is a thoroughly satisfactory production: no one expects an exhaustive work 
within the compass of 172 pages, but as an “ Introduction’’ it is entirely 
adequate. In twelve chapters it covers the whole theoretical, historical and 
practical ground, at the same time indicating further reading sufficient to 
occupy the student for about a year, which is a most useful provision. Mr 
Sayers has assumed that his readers are ‘‘ without the most elementary 
acquaintance with either logic or classification,’’ and has proceeded accord 
ingly, defining terms and expounding phrases in a manner readily comprehen 
sible. The ‘‘ Tree of Porphyry '’ will henceforward be clear to the meanest 
mind; the ‘‘ predicables’’ will no longer be a stumbling-block ; while the 
terms ‘‘ extension '’ and ‘‘ intension’’ will confound the simple no more. But 
the space at our disposal will not permit us to comment upon al) the features 
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of the book; the only criticism we have to offer is that the writer concludes 
readers will have access to his previous volume—"‘‘ Canons of Classification’’ 
—and therefore is content with a description of at least one of the leading 
systems, which is too brief by itself: as, however, every student must pro- 
ceed to the ‘‘ Canons’’ eventually if he is serious in his intentions, our 
criticism is not of much moment. The book is certainly an indispensable one 
to the ambitious assistant, who will do well to possess his own copy, for he 
will need to live with it, while it will always be a useful volume for reference. 
We give the book a hearty welcome and tender to the author our sincere 
thanks for another sound contribution to the literature of librarianship which 
is not likely to be superseded for many a year. W.B.T. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
THE L.A.A. as A TRADES UNION. 
To the Editor of ‘‘ The Library Assistant.’’ 


DEAR SIR,—Miss Peacock’s suggestion that either the L.A.A. or a new 
society of Assistants should organize upon Trade Union Lines has interested 
me. As you again appeal for opinions, perhaps you will afford me the 
courtesy of a little space, although I am not a member of the L.A.A. 

‘*What’s in a name?’’ Sometimes all the difference between success 
and failure. Trade Unionism in War Time is hardly a popular designation. 
Its great and, in my view, legitimate weapon is the strike; a weapon that 
obviously would be quite ineffective in the library profession. With Miss 
Peacock’s proposition that general economic conditions have never been so 
favourable for making a vigorous protest against low wages, long hours and 
too exacting work one entirely concurs. But would it not be wiser to organize 
such protest on less aggressive lines than those usually adopted by Trade 
Unions? Asa matter of fact, mere protest is of little use while library work 
continues to be conditioned by the penny rate limitation. Definite and 
organized representations to Library Authorities and to the Library Associa- 
tion would strengthen the hands of those bodies that are giving earnest 
attention to the increasing difficulties under which Public Library work is 
being carried on. The library profession cannot force up salaries by any 
other means than persistent effort to have the rate limitation abolished. To 
do this it is necessary to educate public opinion—a slow, very slow, business ; 
but one in which every worker in the profession, from the highest to the lowest, 
can take a part. It means, among other things, taking an intelligent interest 
in the whole situation and not only in one particular effect of it. 

In other places the present writer has expressed her view that with the 
agitation for the higher education of assistants must go an agitation for better 
remuneration. It may not, therefore, be out of place here to suggest to 
assistants, especially women assistants, that with any agitation they mav 
enter upon for the advantages named by Miss Peacock they need to agitate 
in their own ranks for better education. It is still most disconcerting to 
find so many assistants unwilling to make any temporary sacrifices for study 
purposes. Is it not a sure sign that they lack that very essential appreciation 
of education for its own sake. The letter following Miss Peacock’s, signed 
‘* A Member,”’ and pleading for 

THE INSPIRATIONAL VALUE OF LIBRARIES 
appeals very strongly to every Librarian who is an idealist, and the Librarian 
who is not an idealist has no business in the profession. But, alas for the 
misfortunes of the Librarian! By force of circumstances his assistants’ 
opportunities in that direction are far greater than his. Yet how can 
assistants direct readers to higher aspirations through the medium of the 
book world if they lack a love of education for its own sake? I thank 
‘*A Member ”’ for his or her letter, and wish the writer's ‘‘ natural shyness ’’ 
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had not prevented him from disclosing his or her identity. My aversion for 
writing anonymously necessitates my subscribing myself 
Yours faithfully, 
KATE FEARNSIDE, 
Librarian, 
18th June, 1918. Waterloo-with-Seaforth Public Libraries. 


CHANGES AND APPOINTMENTS. 


MauvRIcE H. B. Masu, of the Croydon Public Libraries, has been 
appointed borough librarian of Burton-on-Trent. The other selected 
candidates were: Messrs. Rigg (Carlisle), Scott (West Houghton), and Wroe 
(Brighouse). 

DoROTHY BENSLEY has been appointed a temporary senior assistant, 
Croydon Public Libraries. 

*KATHLEEN SNOW has been promoted to the rank of a temporary 
senior assistant, Croydon Public Libraries. The essay submitted by her in 
connection with Section Six of this year’s professional examinations, was 
published, by recommendation of the Education Committee, in the June- 
August issue of The Library Association Record. 

Friends of Mr. E. J. BELL, formerly of the Fulham Public Libraries, 
and at one time a member of the Council of the L.A.A., will be interested 
to know that a commercial and technical library has been established in 
connection with the library of which he is the chief librarian at Christ- 
church, N.Z. 

* Member, L.A.A. 


NEW MEMBERS. 


Member: Miss Elsie M. Exley (Plumstead). 

Associate: Miss Ina Gosling (Kilburn). 

South Coast Branch: Associates: Misses D. Denyer, V. B. C. 
Westbrooke, and G. G. Worrall (all of Portsmouth); Miss Harris 
(Winchester). 

North-Western Branch: Member: Miss M. Jones (Liverpool 
Lyceum). 

Yorkshire Branch: Associates: Misses E. M. L. Greenwood, 
Harrison, Lawrance, and Metcalfe (all of Leeds). 


OBITUARY. 


It is with much regret that we record the death at the age of 80 years of 
Mrs. JAsT, mother of Mr. L. Stanley Jast, deputy chief librarian of Man- 
chester. In spite of her advanced years, Mrs. Jast took the keenest possible 
interest in all matters of professional interest, particularly those relating 
to the welfare and advancement of assistants. She attended many Library 
Association meetings and some L.A.A. meetings, including the Paris Easter 
School of 1912. 

Our readers will also regret to know that Mr. ALFRED CAPEL SHaw, 
late chief librarian, Birmingham Public Libraries, died on 27th June last, 
after a long illness, at the age of 71 years. Mr. Shaw was appointed 
librarian of the Birmingham Central Lending Library in 1878, and nine years 
later became deputy chief librarian. Upon the retirement of Mr. Mullins 
in 1898 he was appointed chief librarian, which position he occupied until 
1912. Mr. Shaw was for some years a member of the Council of the Library 
Association, but on account of his retiring disposition he did not take a very 
active part in the Association's affairs. Nevertheless, he was a man of 
culture, wide literary attainments, and of more than average ability as a poet. 








